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Novel
Unconsciously
Critiques
Capitalism to the
End of History

(A Jamesonian-Lacanian Investigation)

Chiya Parvizpur

Fredric Jameson’s
Theoretical Framework

Fredric Jameson (1934- ) has
been labeled by many thinkers
as the leading exponent of neo-
Marxism. He is reputed for two
fields of research namely
Marxism and postmodernism.
The matter of form is of pivotal
note and significance in
Jameson’s Marxist career. This
is evident and traceable in his
own writing  which is
intentionally perplexing and
abstruse. In  Marxism and
Form, Jameson addresses the
difficult style utilized by
Theodor Adorno. In Jameson’s
language, if writing is not
hurting, it is not working. This
kind of difficulty in Adorno
and Jameson stands for
resistance since there is always
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pleasure in resistance--
resistance to ideology. His
masterpiece in his Marxist
phase is Political Unconscious
which is influenced by, inter
alia, Freud, Lacan, and
Althusser.

The synthesis of two
hugely influential theories,
Marxism and Freudianism, had
occupied many  twentieth
century thinkers most
important of whom are the
Frankfort thinkers,
nevertheless Jameson  was
incontrovertibly the first to try
the synthesis. Jameson’s fertile
synthesis, however, has a
strong inclination  toward
Marxism and believes that
Marxian criticism supersedes
the other theories. The Political
Unconscious comprises other
non-Marxist thinkers such as
Northrop Frye and Greimas;
nonetheless, Marxism is the
“untranscendable horizon” that
in the last moment rescinds
them. Jameson historicizes
everything which is completely
Marxian, as is evident in the
first sentence of Political
Unconscious: “Always
historicize! This slogan—the
one absolute and we may even
say "transhistorical" imperative
of all dialectical thought— will
unsurprisingly turn out to be
the moral of The Political
Unconscious as well” (Political
Unconscious 3). Therefrom,
three terms including



Narrative, Mediation, and
History bridge the theoretical
gap between Marxism and
Freudian model. In Robert’s
words, “the surface narration
usefully mediates the
unconscious reality of the text’s
relationship ~ with  history”
(Fredric Jameson 76).

Hegelian ‘totality’
haunts the first generation of
Marxist thinkers. This concept
was decentered by Althusser.
Hegel in Philosophy of History
mentions that: “But in the
history of the World, the
Individuals we have to do with
are Peoples; Totalities that are
States” (27). Hegel liked the
concept of totality and he
believed that we should
conceive history not as the
chronological concession of
one period after another, but as
totality. He preferred to think of
total structures; for example,
‘state’ rather than individuals.
Hegel attributes totality to
history, to spirit, to state, and
the things pertinent to his
philosophy. He opines that
history is moving toward the
universal spirit and totality. He
argues that: “We have already
discussed the final aim of this
progression. The principles of
the successive phases of Spirit
that animate the Nations in a
necessitated gradation, are
themselves only steps in the
development of the one
universal Spirit, which through
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them elevates and completes
itself to a self-comprehending
totality”.  (Philosophy  of
History 95-6)

Vulgar Marxists like
Georg Lukacs believed that the
economic base determined
superstructure hence creating a
totality the separation of which
was impossible. On the other
hand, Luis Althusser contended
that Marxism must be emptied
of Hegelianism and his notion
of totality. Totality as such, he
argued, led to totalitarian
regimes like Stalinism. In his
1965 book For Marx, Althusser
goes back to a pure Marxism
purged of Hegelian perilous
totalism and states that if one
pays attention, s/he can notice
Marx’s break from Hegel in his
later works. Althusser remarks:
“When Capital Volume One
appeared (1867), traces of the
Hegelian influence still
remained. Only later did they
disappear completely:  the
Critique of the Gotha Program
(1875) as well as the Marginal
Notes on Wagner’s’L ehrbuch
der politischenOkonomie'
(1882) are totally and definitely
exempt from any trace of
Hegelian influence”. (Lenin
and Philosophy 94)

Jameson  reconciled
Marx and Hegel once more by
reviving totality. He argued in
favor of Althusser reaffirming



that superstructure “in the last
instance” was determined by
base or infrastructure. He did
this by utilizing psychoanalytic
theories of Jacques Lacan and
attributing it to the notion of
totality. Jameson argues that
every socio-economic matter is
determined by an underlying
totality. This totality, which is
History, is the Lacanian Real.
The Real is inaccessible to us;
as Lacan  points  out:
“Concerning which may be
said what | have gradually
accustomed you to understand:
that a God is something one
encounters in the Real,
inaccessible. It is indicated by
what doesn't deceive--anxiety”
(Introduction to the Name-of-
the-father Seminar 90). In
Jameson’s thought the Real is
anxiety because it signifies
revolution which encompasses
phobia. Jameson bridges the
gap between Althusser and
Hegel by synthesizing them
through Lacan and Freud.
Totality can be found in
history, but it resists
symbolization since it is Real.
“History,” Jameson says, “is
not a text...but history is
inaccessible to us except in
textual form” (Political
Unconscious 82). To reinstate
Freud, through analyzing the
surface of the text, one can dig
into the latent which is the
unconscious reality of history
and, by extension, the totality.
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In other words, the unconscious
reality of the text is what
Jameson calls Political
Unconscious. Jameson argues
that literature and non-Marxian
literary criticism are
ideological.

Literature as one
among many ideological State
Apparatuses uses “strategies of
containment” to  represses
History because History as
such  contains intolerable,
underlying contradictions that
the bourgeoisie can’t stand--
contradictions that have their
source in History. William C.
Dowling argues that: “The
notion of strategies  of
containment applies likewise to
works of literature and art, both
in the way they incorporate
ideology into themselves and in
the way the formal unity
displayed by works of art
represents structural limitation
and ideological closure on the
aesthetic level, the attempt of
art as such to shut out or deny
the intolerable reality of
History”. (54). What literature
represses in history is the
revolution. This repressed
desire is stored in the political
unconscious of the narrative
(novel). Obviously, narrative is
the mediatory factor that links
the unconscious of the text to
history. Jameson believes that
mediation is dialectical because
it fluctuates between history
and political  unconscious.



Mediation makes totality; a
totality  between  narrative
which displays the social
reality and history as an “absent
cause” that underlies it.
Jameson says that the socio-
economic realities of life that
Althusser dubs “seemingly
disparate phenomena of life”
are not disparate because they
are  expressions of an
underlying totality:  “Such
momentary reunification
would remain purely symbolic
.. .were it not understood that
social life is in its fundamental
reality one and indivisible, a
seamless web, a single
inconceivable and
transindividual  process, in
which there is no need to invent
ways of linking language
events and social upheavals or
economic contradictions
because on that level they were
never separate from one
another”. (Political
Unconscious40). The
Unconsciousness of narrative is
full of repressed desires. The
text illuminates them by
bringing them to surface as
symptoms. As a matter of fact,
this revival is fundamentally
critical of capitalism since it is
capitalism that represses such
desires. Ergo, the type of
interpretation Jameson
proposes in  The Political
Unconscious, Buchanan
contends, may be grasped as
“the rewriting of the literary
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text in such a way the latter may
itself be seen as the rewriting or
reconstruction of a priori
historical or  ideological
subtext, it being always
understood that “subtext” is not
immediately present as such
but must be reconstructed after
the fact” (qtd. in lan
Buchanan’s Fredric Jameson
Live Theory, 57). Jameson calls
this type of interpretation
“Semantic Reconstruction”
which brings him close to
Foucault and Nietzsche’s
genealogy. They all believe in
reviving the things “unsaid”.
Dowling states: “Here too is the
justification of Jameson’s
method of “semantic
reconstruction,” in its affinities
with Foucauldian or
Nietzschean “genealogy,”
through which he will elicit
from the structure of a cultural
text that unexpressed subtext or
hors texte it cannot
acknowledge. For collective
repression only gives us, once
again, what did not happen, the
“not-revolution” whose
presence is revealed in the
traces of an impinging pressure
from beneath on the ideological
structures of a society”. (118)

The repression and suppression
of History via strategies of
containment by literature leads
to the emergence of the
“unsaid” as such. The task of
the literary critic is to



reconstruct the History which is
hidden in the text. William
Dowling argues that: “For
Jameson's ultimate point is that
such strategies of containment
are inevitably inscribed in
cultural texts and our ways of
thinking about them-into, even,
the texts of Marx himself, who
in this sense denied History
even as he was instructing the
world in the consequences of
such denial”. (93)

Denial and repression
of history are means of
survival. Being entangled with
revolution, History portends
nightmarish dread and anxiety
at which not only the master but
also the slave feels afraid. To
imagine a story is to imagine a
society within which it is told.
A text is never exempt from its
historical  context.  Contra
Derrida who sees nothing
outside the text, Jameson
situates History in such an
outside. In partial agreement
with Derrida, Jameson regards
History to be accessible only
viatext. This is a paradox of the
concept of political
unconscious that must be
resolved. “Jameson resolves
this paradox”, argues
Buchanan, “of a history that is
simultaneously ground and
cause in two ways: First, he
argues that all texts embody
history in their form; second;
he argues that texts are in
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themselves historical events,
albeit events that take place on
a symbolic or unconscious
plane” (Live Theory 59).

Buchanan in another
part of his Live Theory states
that texts never simply
represent history, but they
intervene in history. “They can
do this”, he says, “because
history itself is not a fixed and
changeless entity, but a
dynamic and rhizomatic (to use
Deleuze and Guattari’s vivid
concept) connecting the myriad
present to myriad past” (Live
Theory 65).

1. Bridging the Gap in
Jameson’s Thought:
Criticality

This section sheds more
illuminating light on Fredric
Jameson’s idea concerning
political unconscious in terms
of ‘criticality’. Criticality of
narrative is something that
remains unmentioned in The
Political Unconscious;
therefore, the present
researcher seeks to comingle
the concept of criticality with
political unconscious. Novel is
a bourgeois genre and emerged
alongside the rise of capitalism
which itself came into being on
the account of the increasing
number of middle class. Novel
reflects the social as well as



economic logic of its period. As
Adam Roberts points out: “The
class struggles and economic
evolution of society that saw
the rise of the bourgeoisie in the
Eighteenth and Nineteenth
centuries, a rise which is
directly embodied in the
‘bourgeoisie’ form of literature,
the novel” (Fredric Jameson
7). Novel is essential to the
structure of life as such.

In a capitalist society
there appear socialist and
communist movements;
inequality between the classes
escalates; and, people think of
starting and leading a
revolution. This revolution that
breaks down capitalism is
always oppressed by
Repressive Ideological
Apparatuses and Ideological
State Apparatuses. History is
the warehouse of desires which
are suppressed by capitalism.
These repressed desires are
piled up in the political
unconscious of the text. On this
basis, it is appropriate to refer
to Freud who argues that there
is always “the return of the
repressed”. These desires are
revealed both in form and
content of novel as
‘symptoms’. They return in
disguise and show themselves
in facades of a desire.
Moreover, never can novel be
detached from History since it
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contains the seeds of a
repressed revolution.

Dissociation of text
from History is impossible.
They are naturally
interdependent. Moreover, they
fuel each other dialectically.
The aura of the political
unconscious  encircles  this
dialectical relationship.
Revolution which is repressed
returns in novel, not in actual
form, but in a disguised shape
because it brings about pain
and fear; therefore, novel
reveals this in its manifest in a
critical and ironic manner. The
political unconscious of all
novels holds repressed desires
of History, hence their critique
of capitalism in different ways.
‘Criticality’ changes from one
period to another. Sometimes
‘criticality” expresses itself
through form like Modernist
novels. In this way, we can get
to the political unconscious by
form. “Genre,” Jameson states,
“is essentially a socio-symbolic
message, or in other terms...
form is immanently and
intrinsically an ideology in its
own right” (PU, 141).
Criticality is essential to and
inherent in all forms of novel.
Dose and degree of criticality
vary in regard to the aesthetics
of the period in which the novel
has been written.
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2. Desire Called
Narrative and Ever
Criticality of Novel

Lacan sees the conversion from
infancy to childhood as
enormously vital. For Lacan,
the pre-Oedipal infant lives in
what he calls the Imaginary. In
this state, in which the child
cannot yet speak, it is subject to
impressions, fantasies, and
desires, and has no sense of
limitations and restrictions. It
lives in a state of nearness and
experiences a sort of delightful
totality that later impossibilities
and taboos will demolish it. Via
the mirror stage the child
enters the Symbolic order: it
enters the world of language in
which the Real — the real world
which we can never know — is
symbolized and represented by
way of language and other
representational systems that
operate like-language. (We can
never know the ‘Real’ because
it can never be fully
represented — it is meta-
lingual.) This entrance hall into
the Symbolic demands an
acceptance of the language and
of the social and cultural
systems that pervade the child’s
environment. Before entering
the Symbolic, the life of the
infant is characterized by the
very idea of idealism,
wholeness, and limitlessness.
Entry into the symbolic
separates the infant from the
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totality which is the mother and
thus creating a “lack” in his\her
unconsciousness. The whole
life of the subject is haunted by
this lack. He is always in search
of filling the gap, a process that
culminated in futility. In
Subjectivity and Otherness,
Lorenzo Chiesa contends that:
“the way in which Lacan
explains the individual
subject’s active entry into the
Symbolic as the fundamental
Law of society and how, before
such an entry, the child is
completely subjected to the
Other” (8). When the subject
makes its entry into the
symbolic, he is dominated by
the social norms and laws and
the roles which he should take.
This is what can be referred to
as the big Other. It is pervaded
by language inside which there
is no escape, since everything is
a representation of it. Chiesa
then continues: “The fact that
there is a (symbolic) Other of
the (symbolic) Other indicates
that the Other as the order of
signifiers is guaranteed by
another transcendent Other,
namely the paternal Law. The
Other as Law, the Other of the
Other, corresponds to the
Name-of-the-Father: this is
precisely what allows the
resolution of the Oedipus
complex, and consequently the
detachment of the subject from
the disquieting relation he
entertained with the mother.



The subject is thus enabled
actively  to enter  the
intersubjective symbolic field”.
(106)

Lacan calls the substantial
configuration of authority that
works through language the
“Nom Du Pere”, the name of
the father, in acknowledgment
of the patriarchal character of
our social planning. The same
identification makes him to
speak of the phallus as the
signifier that signifies that
patriarchal nature. The
transition from imaginary order
to the symbolic is labeled as the
mirror stage. In the mirror
stage, we are faced with the
‘mirror’ image that the world
gives back to us. But that
image, just like the image that
we see in an actual mirror, is a
distortion that leads to
misrecognition.  Still,  that
misrecognition is the base for
what we see as our identity.
Lacan refers to the assumption
that: “The mirror stage is based
on the relation between . . .

tendencies which are
experienced . . . as
disconnected, discordant, in
pieces . . . and a unity within

which it is merged and paired .
. it is in this unity that the
subject for the first time knows
himself as a unity, but as an
alienated,  virtual  unity”.
(Quoted in Subjectivity, 80)
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We need the reaction
and recognition of others, as
Lacan argues, and of the Other
to get there at what we
experience as our identity. Our
subjectivity is construed in
interaction with others, that is,
individuals who bear a
resemblance to us in one way or
another but who are also
irreversibly  different. We
become subjects ourselves by
way of the perspectives and
views of others. Lacan
mentions that: “if | have said
that the unconscious is the
Other's discourse (with a
capital O), it is in order to
indicate the beyond in which
the recognition of desire is tied
to the desire for recognition. In
other words, this other is the
Other that even my lie invokes
as a guarantor of the truth in
which my lie subsists.” (Ecrits,
436)

We also  become
subjects under the gaze of the
Other. This Other is not a
concrete individual, although it
may be incarnated in one
(father or mother, for instance),
but stands for the larger social
order, for what we call reality.
We become subjects via a
literal subjugation to the
existing regulation. Since our
identity is constituted in
interaction with what is outside
of us, it is relational-- a notion
that introduces the idea of
difference into the process of
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identity  construction.  The
relational character of identity
suggests that the structure in
which we happen to find
ourselves more or less creates
us as subjects and hence
situating us as individuals.
However, since the social and
personal arrangement in which
we come to know ourselves at a
prearranged point will
inescapably change, identity is
not something permanent and
steady; it is a process that will
never lead to an end. Identity is
not only subject to constant
change, it can never be
coherent because it is a

language  construct,  and
language can never be
coherent. Hans Bertens in

Theory Basics clearly confirms
this point: “First of all, we have
been forced to relegate many of
our  pre-lingual  fantasies,
drives, and desires to our
unconscious; second, since our
identity is constructed in
contact and does not originate
in ourselves it will always be
dependent on others. Finally,
since we have left whatever is
pre-verbal behind and have
entered — and subjected
ourselves to — the realm of
language, identity can be said
to be a linguistic construct: we
are constructed in language.
That language, however, is not
our own and could never
express what we would want to
say if we had, for instance,
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access to our
unconsciousness”. (127)

With the transition
from the Imaginary to the
Symbolic, we lose that feeling
of wholeness, of
undifferentiated being, that will
forever haunt us. Because we
do not have access to this pre-
verbal self, or to the Real that
was separated from it, we live
ever after with a lack. This loss
of our original state culminates
in desire, in an unclear but deep
yearning that can never be
satisfied, but can only
(temporarily) gratify itself with
symbolic replacements.
Relating to this topic, Slavoi
Zizek argues that: “Another
way to determine this shift is
via a distinction between the
subjective and the objective
genitive: as a shift from the
desire of the Other in the sense
of what the Other desires, to
the desire of the Other in the
sense of the desire for the
Other, i.e., of the Other as the
object of desire. The enigma
that pertains to the very status
of the subject of desire is the
famous "Che vuoi?"—what
does the Other want of me,
what does he see in me that
causes his desire, which is that
X, the object-treasure which
makes me an object of the
Other's desire? The only way to
get out of this impasse is to
offer myself to the Other as the



object of his desire: as Lacan
puts it, in love, the subject
"gives what he does not
possess,” objet petit a, the
hidden treasure which is what
is "in him more than himself."
In this way, | simultaneously
"return my love" to the Other,
i.e., | determine my desire as
the desire for the Other: | make
him into the object of my desire
in order to be able to avoid the
abyss of his desire”. (Enjoy
Your Symptoms, 191)

When lack is
constructed in our unconscious
mind it can never be filled up
again. Therefore, we follow the
symbols which conjure up the
concept of the Real. We jump
from one signifier to another
one and, thus, get stuck in the
signification process which is
characterized by difference. It
makes us follow our desires,
produce, and read as a means to
fill the gap. This desire is
perpetual and never quenches.
Chiesa contends that “Lacan’s
subject amounts to an
irreducible lack—the real other
as the inherent impasse and
precondition of the Symbolic—
which  must actively be
confronted and assumed.”
(Subjectivity and Otherness, 6)
Jacques Lacan in the seminar
on the Purloined Letter argues
that: “The fact that we have
here a plurality of subjects can,
of course, in no way constitute
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an objection to those who are
long accustomed to the
perspectives summarized by
my formulation: the
unconscious is the Other's
discourse. I will not remind you
know what the notion of the
inmixing of subjects, recently
introduced in my reanalysis of
the dream of Irma's injection,
adds here. What interests me
today is the way in which the
subjects, owing to their
displacement, relay each other
in the course of the
intersubjective repetition. We
shall see that their displacement
is determined by the place that
a pure signifier—the purloined
letter—comes to occupy in
their trio. This is what will
confirm for us that it is
repetition automatism”.
(Ecrits, 10)

Otherness is a process
that is exactly like starting
something over. It, like
ideology, gives a sense of
wholeness but one can never
grasp it. The Other puts the
engine of life in motion. It is
like the instance of the letter in
Edgar Allen Poe’s short story
entitled “The Purloined Letter”
that mobilizes the characters in
search of it. This brings about
desire to catch the lost totality
in pre-linguist stage of our
development. Lacan argues that
“Nothing about desire, which is
lack, can either be weighed or
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placed in scale pans, unless
they are those of logic.”(Ecrits,
639)

In this case lack, is
equated with desire that one
can never put an end to it. We
desire to catch something the
completion of which gives us a
sense of wholeness. It can be
exemplified as the wvulgar
notion of covetousness. One
aims to get his BA in a major
that he likes, and he is trapped
in the hallucination that if s/he
gets the mentioned
qualification s/he gets a perfect
bliss out of it. On the contrary,
it deepens the lack more.
Suppose s/he gets that, that
being the case, s/he desires
more. This time, the process of
otherness takes them to MA
after the end of which they
desire  PhD and so on.
Therefore, we are imprisoned
in a repetition automatism as
Lacan calls it: “Following in
Freud's footsteps, | teach that
the Other is the locus of the
kind of memory he discovered
by the name "unconscious,"
memory that he regards as the
object of a question that has
remained unanswered, insofar
as it conditions the
indestructibility of certain
desires. | will answer this
question with the conception of
the signifying chain, inasmuch
as—once this chain has been
inaugurated by primordial
symbolization (made manifest
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in the Fort!Da! game, which
Freud elucidated as lying at the
origin of repetition
automatism)”. (Ecrits, 479)

Zizek, in favor of
Lacan’s notion, illustrates that
“The only way for us, analysts,
to attain the mystery of the
desire of the Other (analysand)
is—temporarily, for the time of
the transference—to occupy
ourselves the place of objet
petit a, to incarnate the object-
cause of his desire. In other
words, the way to the truth
about the Other's desire leads
through  the transferential
illusion in which we incarnate
the object of the Other's desire”
(Zizek, 191). We are
imprisoned in language, in
signification and in the Other.
Lacan continues “In my view,
the subject has to arise from the
given state of the signifiers that
cover him [le recouvrent] in an
Other  which is  their
transcendental locus; he thus
constitutes  himself in an
existence in  which the
manifestly constitutive vector
of the Freudian field of
experience—that is, what is
known as desire—is possible.
(Ecrits,549)

The relationship
between desire, lack, and
narrative is reciprocal on the
basis that they are all



unconscious  motives. We
communicate in order to
convey meaning that
contributes to the filling up the
gap in the unconscious. Though
the attempts come to naught,
they make life promising yet
empty. We read narratives to
get the desire for the Other.
Narratives are written as a way
of responding to the Other. As
a matter of fact, this desire is
never finished and, if so,
narrative is never obstructed.
Martin  Mcquillan contends:
“Because there can never be a
completed exchange between
linguistically constituted
subjects, the process of
narrative can never be
completed. This is problematic
but not a problem per se:
narrative loses nothing from
this claim that it is impossible.
The exchange of narrative is
the process of linguistic
communication because all
linguistic acts take place within
the narrative-matrix.
Communication, as Lacan
shows, is the incomplete
response of the other to the
subject’s appeal to the Other in
language. The desire which
motivates narrative is therefore
the desire for the Other. The
impossibility of satisfaction of
this  desire  compels the
interminability of narrative
exchange. This will need to be
addressed” (Narrative Reader,
16).
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He continuous to state
that “That is to say that the
desire to produce narrative is —
from the beginning— a desire
which can never be satisfied”
(17). That the narrative doesn’t
ever finish is due to the fact that
narrative always presupposes
an audience. Thereby, the other
is there to recognize it, hence
the existence of the narrative-
matrix. Mcquillan goes on to
support his thesis concerning
the desire to produce narrative:
“It is not only the necessary
misrecognition of the appeal to
the Other, in the socially
positioned response of the
other, which blocks the
satisfaction of the desire to
produce narrative. The act of
narrative production always
contains the possibility of a
response  within its own
structure. The position of
reception-of-the-mark-by-the-
other is merely an inverted
form of the narrative-mark’s
own production by the subject.
In other words, to quote Lacan,
‘speech [one might say
narrative] always subjectively
includes its own reply.” In so
far as the narrative-mark is
acceded to by the narrative-
matrix (which constitutes its act
of production) and is a link in
the syntagm of narrative
exchange (which constitutes
the narrative-matrix), it follows
that the narrative-mark always
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already contains within its own
rigorously undecidable
parameters the unsatisfactory
response of the other”. (ibid).

So far, it has been
argued that the desire to
produce narrative is never
terminated. To orient the
subject matter to the theory of
the present research, | would
address the history which
compromises the class struggle.
The desire of the working class
people for revolution never
finishes; consequently, though,
they are always repressed by
the ISA and RSA. When it
happens the supposed
revolution is denied on the side
of capitalism, and its desire
takes refuge in the political
unconscious  of  narrative.
Under this circumstance, the
interminability of narrative
leads novel to critique
capitalism forever.

In other words, desire
for  revolution is  never
quenched, and this desire is
always repressed. Narrative
shows that desire
unconsciously as a critical act.
Martin Mcquillan argues: “The
desire to produce narrative is —
from the beginning — a desire
which can never be satisfied.
The subject is constantly
seeking the Other through the
production of narrative, only to
be endlessly deferred, and so
compelled along the
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syntagmation  of  narrative
exchange within the narrative-
matrix”. (Narrative Reader,
18).

The satisfaction of desire
means the end of history on
account of the occurrence of
revolution and formation of
communism. History is the
effect of class struggle; so, as
Marx and Engels in The
Communist Manifesto declared
that:  “The history of all
hitherto existing societies is the
history of class struggles. . .
Freeman and slave, patrician
and plebeian, lord and serf,
guild-master and journeyman,
in a word, oppressor and
oppressed, stood in constant
opposition to one another,
carried on an uninterrupted,
now hidden, now open fight, a
fight that each time ended,
either in a revolutionary re-
constitution of society at large,
or in the common ruin of the
contending classes” (3).

In a proletariat paradise, no
history exists since no class
struggle exists. Furthermore,
the political unconscious of the
narrative, as mentioned above,
always critiques capitalism and
the desire to produce narrative
is unquenchable; thus, narrative
always critiques.
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A criticism on
nowadays’ situation
of universities of
Iran

Professor
Mostafa Malekiyan.

Maziyar Mohammadi

(English literature and language student, UOK)

It is expected from university to
have function for three groups;
"Society", "Managers and
Authorities”,  "Professors and
Students”. If university could not
improve the situation in these three
groups, it has got distance from its
function. | believe, 14 factors in
Iran have made university far from
their function:

1. Our universities have
emerged with the assumption of
educating professionals who could
become  occupation  seekers.
Whereas, the university has not
just been founded for the training
of job-managers and, more
importantly, for the growth of
culture. But, unfortunately, we do
not have any cultivate education in
our universities.

A criticism on nowadays’ situation of universities of Iran

2. Another problem of
ours is to suffice to the training of
occupation and professions in
universities. Whereas, "Manners"
and "lifestyle” should also be
educated to students alongside
proficiency and could not
exclusively suffice to it.

3. Unrelatedness with what is
taught in universities and the real
needs of community is another
problem of the university. This
does not mean that we ask the
institutions and ministries how
many employees with which
quality they want and according to
their demand, we educate students,
rather you should wonder what
kind of people community needs
itself? You cannot say which
ministry requires intellectuals and
reformers, but society needs a
social intellectual and reformer.

4. Educating the devout and
guarantor instead of expert is
another issue of our universities.
Instead of employing experts, we
hire loyal people. Meanwhile, in
case for society to be directed
properly, needs expert, not loyal.

5. Lack of progressing of
university work with "certainty of
the truth" is another problem in
universities. University, epistemic
ally believes in the uncertainty of
the truth, in which the truth must
be obtained in a difficult and long
process. In this regard, ideological
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systems can never have good
universities because they believe
that truth belongs to them.

6. The next problem is having
taboo and totem; which means,
matters that are so sacred and
matters which are very confident
that could not get close to them.
Having totem and taboo,
overthrows university. University
in fact is one when does not have
any totem and taboo. One of the
reasons of west’s improvement is
empiricism, only not meaning that
facing against rationalism, but
meaning, before encountering a
phenomenon, not stating any
positive or negative speech about
it, till observing how facing that
matter led us to what point.

7. Another problem is the
Totem and taboo in the department
itself, which some professors do
not welcome new topics and
projects. Our departments are
more like ""science museums" than
"science labs". Because the
masters themselves also have
totem and taboos and do not allow
some new subjects to enter the
university because they are
beyond their field of expertise and
interest.

8. Another problem with our
universities is that they do not
permit students to trade their
knowledge and their bound with
other sciences. The result of this is

Hone Vol. I/ Issuel/ Spring 2018

the derisive look of professors and
students to other academic
disciplines; because they do not
know how much they are lent to
those sciences, and another case is
not knowing the boundaries of
science, and the result is not
considering the methodology. |
believe that we are confronted
with a clutter of methodological
chaos in our research.

9. Relying students on memory
rather than "understanding™ is
another problem of our academy.

10. When we rely on memory
instead of "understanding”, we
resort to imitation instead of
thinking.

11. If a professor is vigorous in
research, it does not necessarily
mean that he is also dominant in
teaching. From of that the
university should be a
combination of education and
research, this point does not
consider that every person in
university who is good at a
research is decidedly shall be a
good teacher.

12.  Regarding work as
occupation, not as profession is
another problem of ours in
university. If we look at work for
the sake of individual interest, we
consider ita job, but if we consider
it to be a social function, we look
at it as the "profession”. Some of
our professors see their work as a



job. There is a huge difference
between professors who has got
what he has to give to the
university and the one who has
come up with achieving what he
does not have.

13. The strange lack of gratuity
of our universities for social
sciences is one of our most
essential problems. In a university
with weak social sciences, only the
university is not weakened, but
also the whole society becomes
weak.

14. Another problem with our
universities is that the curriculum
given by the Ministry of Education
is not expert, and it causes our
students to have a caricature view
of their own knowledge.

& Written present text

It is edited and abridged of "'lran"
newspaper from the speech of
Professor Mostafa Malekiyan which
Day 12" in the Table of social
studies of science, technology and
innovation at National Policy
Research Center has been objected.
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